
Background
The Tata Steel Chess Tournament is an annual 
chess tournament held in January in The 
Moriaan, Wijk aan Zee. It is one of the world’s 
biggest tournaments with the best players, 
and it attracts visitors from across the globe. 
The combined Dutch Olympic Committee and 
Sports Federation, NOC*NSF, has qualified the 
event as an elite sports event.

A rich history
The Tata Steel Chess Tournament has a long 
history. What started as a tournament for steel 
mill workers in 1938 has meanwhile grown 
into a renowned international tournament 
that is a fixture in both grandmasters’ and 
amateurs’ diary every year.
Since 2010, the tournament has been named 
after Tata Steel and uses the current format 
with hundreds of participants, spread over 
ten-match competitions, one-day four-match 

competitions, and weekend four-match 
competitions. The tournament’s Masters group 
is known as one of the strongest tournaments 
on the chess calendar.
In its 85 years of history, the Tata Steel Chess 
Tournament has attracted some of the biggest 
names in chess. Spectators saw the rise and 
dominance of players such as Norway’s 
Magnus Carlsen, India’s Viswanathan Anand, 

and Russia’s Garry Kasparov. In 2021, the 
tournament was won by Jorden van Foreest, 
the first Dutch winner since 1985.

TATA STEEL CHESS TOURNAMENT
The Tata Steel Chess Tournament will be on its 85th edition in 2023. The world’s top  
chess grandmasters, along with thousands of amateur chess players, come  
together for one of the most prestigious events on the international chess calendar,  
also known as the ‘Wimbledon of chess.’
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Chess and the community
Chess connects people from across the world, 
which is more important now than ever before. 
Through #ChessConnects, Tata Steel organises 
various projects together with its partners to 
get people to connect around chess, with a 
special focus on connecting young people. 
The tournament is not complete without the 
annual Tata Steel Chess Festival. During this 
two-day family festival, people get a chance to 
visit Tata Steel’s site (online) and children can 
take part in the Tata-Kids of Steel® games.

At Tata Steel, we endorse the philosophy 
that chess, exercise, and creativity are key 
elements in the development and growth of 
children’s brains. During the Chess Festival 
weekend, children can take part in a wide 
array of activities, ranging from football, judo, 
skating, and technical crafts to - obviously - 
chess, where children can win a real Tata-Kids 
of Steel medal. Traditionally, the Tata-Kids of 
Steel®Youth Simultaneous Chess programme 
is also part of the chess tournament. This event 
sees youngsters from across the region play 
against a number of high-profile chess players 
in a simultaneous match.

The local community, including the village 
of Wijk aan Zee, is highly important to us. In 
January every year, during the usually quiet 
winter months, the tournament draws chess 
enthusiasts to this coastal village. It is a boost 
for the local economy, besides the cosy chess 
atmosphere that takes over the village.

Steel and chess: creativity 
and innovation
Tata Steel chooses chess because chess is all 
about strategic thinking and finding creative 
solutions to complex problems. Tata Steel has 
the same focus. Making steel is a high-tech 
process where innovation plays a crucial role.
Tata Steel employees continuously try to come 
up with smart solutions to further improve 
processes and products.

Covid-19: from live to live 
stream
Amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the tournament 
format was changed in 2021 and 2022, 
whereby only the chess grandmasters 
entered into an ‘over the board’ (face2face) 
competition. Alongside that, there was a broad 
online offering. All grandmaster matches were 
live streamed, which attracted 6.3 million 
unique online visitors from across the world. 
We also organised an online Chess Festival for 
children and families that welcomed 10,000 
online visitors. A total of 480 children played 
the traditional simultaneous chess matches for 
youngsters online.
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Want to find out more? Visit our website: tatasteelchess.com
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8-TIME CHAMPION
In 2022, world champion Magnus Carlsen 
won the Tata Steel Chess Tournament for 
the 8th time, which makes him the record 
holder with the most Tata Steel Chess 
Tournament wins.

AMATEURS ALONGSIDE 
GRANDMASTERS
The combination of grandmasters 
and amateurs playing at the same 
time in the same location is one of 
the unique features of the Tata Steel 
Chess Tournament. This combination 
symbolises the human connection that 
the tournament traditionally creates.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
A fine example of creativity and 
innovation is the use of artificial 
intelligence (AI). Chess is one of the areas 
where this technology has proven itself. 
Tata Steel also uses AI in various of its 
innovation programmes for continuous 
improvement of processes and the quality 
of steel products. Want to find out more? 
Take a look at last year’s Tata Steel Game 
Changer event.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_
SPZpKSEmIg

85TH EDITION
At the 85th edition, we want to bring together the best of two worlds: we expect 2,000 
amateur chess players and 28 internationally renowned grandmasters, and we will offer 
visitors the option to attend the event either in person or online. Aside from that, the  
elite chess players will play one round at a top location during our Chess on Tour event.  
The 85th edition of Tata Steel Chess Tournament will be held from 13 to 29 January 2023.  
For more information, visit www.tatasteelchess.com.
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